Mother Dear                                                                                               Dec 6 1967

      I’ve gotten all the boxes including the two from Hickory Farms. Last night we had a section party and had beer and the food from the packages we have all gotten.  We are in from the field for only a few days and will be leaving again on the 8th to be out until long after I leave.  I’ve tried to get some things to send home for Christmas, but there isn’t much available in the PX. I got your letter about the clock radios. They do not have any at the PX and I can’t find any catalogues that have clock radios. I guess I’m not going to be much help this Christmas.
      I ordered a large stereo amp from PACEX and they gave me word that it has been sent and should arrive there soon.  I am including a money order with this letter to cover duty.  I will also have a tape recorder being sent if I can ever get to the APO to order it.  You mentioned that you got my radio. I assume this was the small Sony that I got when I was in Tokyo.  I would like to know if you ever received the suit and boxes of slides that I had packed together. These were the slides from Bearcat and Tokyo and I am more concerned with them than either the radio or suit.  I have several more boxes of slides which I will send if I can. 
     We have so little time in from the field, it is impossible to get all the small details taken care of in the little time I have off.  I haven’t even had a haircut in two months.  We are in the process of shifting our base camp and will be leaving Dau Tieng permanently so these few days are the last I will have out of the field till I rotate.  I have my orders for rotation and will be leaving no later than 7 Jan.  I have been reassigned to the 6th Cav., Fort Meade, Maryland, starting 14 Feb.
      Your card is beautiful and tasteful. I got a card and a box from the Fremdlings. If I don’t get a note to them soon and you see them please let them know I got the card and package and enjoyed both immensely.
      I’m sorry I haven’t written more, but I’m in a kind of stupor at this stage of the game and can’t get my mind to concentrate on any one thing.  We took some heavy casualties on this last operation. I feel I’m very lucky, my rig is riddled with bullet and shrapnel holes and yet no one in my section was hurt.  However, one of the crew from one of our gun batteries (Norman Robert Goble 11/21/67) was killed by an RPG.  We were dug in and setting guard duty for the night and got some incoming mortar and rocket fire. It was coming in very near our position and after a pretty heavy explosion I heard someone yelling that they were hit. I made my dash for our medic (which is becoming too much of a routine) and we ran over to the location of the wounded. There were two troops on the ground, one with very grave injuries and a black soldier with some serious leg wounds who grabbed my hand and wouldn’t let go. However, I managed to help the medic get him stable, and we worked on the more seriously wounded man.  Unfortunately the force of the blast severed his arm and shrapnel pierced his body. Sadly we were unable to save him.  I found out later that he was expected to rotate pretty soon and I am not sure why he was in the field except that we are so undermanned. 
      The new house looks wonderful. Lots of trees and bushes. Is that a large picture window shining on the right front as you face the house?  Maybe I can help you trim the yard up when I get back.
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