ou couldn’t run freely, go out Forbayshléorfgv%g}k and even had to
ell, in my book, Ties That Bind, Ties That Break, my character, Ailin, is being Forced into tl
on, but is afraid of the restriction of bound feet. At the age of five, Ailin meets her pre-
ed husband, and likes him, but when his grandmother spo’cs her unbound feet, she has secc
hts about the marriage. That's when Ailin’s life has found a crossroad.

You see, feet binding was a physical body change that was forced on young women in Chi
g as the age of three! It is 3 very painful process in which the victim's feet were wrapped in

andages, but in an odd position so to misshape their feet until the feet took on the new fo
almost bone breaking. Apparently the Chinese men found it attractive.

course, Ailin decides she would much rather leave her feet “big” as Chinese in this time
ut ruins her chances of being married to her fiancé, because her feet are now improper anc
for 3 bride. In fact, “big feet” leaves very little choices for women in that era, and she has
ay to provide for herself, 3s she no longer has the support of her family. She finds few
ies, but finds herself doing something she enjoys.




